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4 LETTER. from the Anabapiſts t 


Brother in the Lord, ... _. No 96k jonny, 
' E. the perſecuted Saints, driven for the Teſtimony of a 
#' good Conſciende as far as Mwrfter, having to the great 
'- Joy of obr hearts'{een your - Proteſtant Kecontiter, do: 
. thank che God of Spitirs tor raiſing up ſo ſtout a'Chani-' 
pion, ſo able a Defender of the truth, and do hereby ſignifie 6ur 
kind acceprance of ſo good a-Work;' wherein you have - fully laid 


"_- 


” 


forth theHypocrifie, the Cruelty , the Tyranny, of the pretended 


Church of Eng/and, and have ſufficiently freed us 4nabaptiſts from 


. the imputationof Schiſm,ot any other crimethat'/is uſuallyobjeRed:' 


+ I. Forfirſt,you do fully proye that the pretended Chiirth of Exg- 
Lind does impoſe unneceſfary - terms of Communion, and would 
thereby bring us back tothe Law of Ordinances,which Chriſt hath 
nailed to: his Croſs, a Barthen which neither we nor our Parher 
were able to bear.-'/- i | 5 &-H 
2. That:what they'do herein, is contrary to'the Rules: and the 
Praftice of Chriftand his Apoſtles, who never: exatted ſuch out- 
ward Obſcrvances from their Diſciples, who would Jay no yoke up- 
on their necks but” of neceflary things, who required them in fach 
matters to obferye the great Laws of Charity and Chriſtian righte- 
ouliick, leaving the Saitits to their liberty, according to their {eyeral- 
ati iegene ; not tofay anything of the praQtiſe of the Primitive 
Satnts; and the-direCtions. of their Fathers, whom they pretend to | 
- 3. That qur Scruples and Objftions are: juſt and reaſonable, 
ſeeing they would reftrain us from our natural, as well as Chriſtian 
liberty, ,and*rhar ;pterended Church afs%ar beyond their-Coms 
riifioo,"and chatporet which the Lord gave therw; forchoughyou 
do nor poſirrvely aflerr this,” yet from the quotations of others you 
fufficiently proye this. and the following Potions, = 
6 OY A2 p 4, That 


That the pretended Church of England, having enjoy'd ſuch 
_ a ond ir © on Ss Nead: 
our undoubted Liberty, we havc Noo reaſon. to. yindicate our _ 
om { _ ſeparate from that Church which hath ſeparated it (elf 

m Chri 


5. That the pretended Church -of Eng/and-is fole i Author of the 
Sohiſm, by giving.ſuch juſt occaſions of offence to truly tender Con- 
ſciences; for what they impoſe is in our judgment ſinful, therefore 
cannot be comply'd with, but if they are not ſinful in themſely 
yet being in ue contrary to the Commands and prattiſe of Chri 
and his Apoſtles,and the pureſt Ages, and being an Abridgment of 
that liberty wherein we are oblig'd to ſtand faſt, we arc bound to (e- 

rate Our ves and they that give fo juſt an occaſion are the ogly 


6. There is no other way to Unite Proteſtant Diſſenters,but by a. 


total reſcinding this Law of Ordinances, removing all ſuch occaſi- 
- ons of Offence, ſatisfying the Scruples ot all tender Conſtiences, not 
by arguing and diſputing us into the Lawfulnels and reaſonablenehs 
of the Injunftions, bur by leaving us to our Chriſtian liberty in thoſe 
thingsthat are not plainly determined in Scripture. *Tis true, you 
do wequently fay, that we Difſemters are bound to yield a Submiſſi- 
on tothe Lawful Powers in matters of Indiflerency, but what will 
you fay to all our Party who judg moſt, if nat all ſuch Impoſitions 
ſinful 2 ſinful in themſelves, and Rnfully 
to be comply'd with without Sinfulneſs, as *tis impoſhble you ſhould 
free us from theſe apprehenſions , ſayor do what you can, Scruples 
will remain, and therefore you argue well nada judging us ina 
damnable ſtate of Schiſm;and this Schilmbeing on'd by their un- 
n (you are afraid to ſpeak out as yet, and to call a Spade a 
Spade, ſinful) Impoſitions. Iris mag i it they will be pious, juſt, 
t,and charitable, to remoye all the Occaſions of the Schiſm 
y leaving us to our undoubted Liberty. As for thoſe light jerks 
you ſometimes give us, we look upon them but as a Copy of 
your Countenance, for the Times will not bear your aſſerting of 
the whole Truth,and your dining or concealing that part of it, 
you, have prov'd to be agreeable to the Apoſtles praftiſe. . 
Now theſe Propoſitions being fo ſtrenuouſly afferred, and plainly 
demonſtrated by you, have done our Party infinite Service, for 
from them, according to -your pwn way of arguing, we may draw 
theſe enſuing Corollaries, I. That 


and invading - 


impof'd, and therefore-not = 


\ 
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I. That the pretended Church 


"of England being an Hypocriri 
Schiſmarical, rthering, Soul Jcſtroping. Cainiſh,, War 
viſh, Ihrackitifh Aſlembly,aCing R—_ to the rules and praftiſe 
of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and the purel 


Ages of the Church; as 
we did our duty,a thing acceptable to God, in coming out of har 
Babylon, and not making our ſelves partakers wich them. in their 
Sins; ſo conſequently none of the preſent members of that Church, 
who ſubmir-to her Antichriſtian T yranny, and endeayour to pro- 
mote her Intereſt, can free themſelves from the like Crimes, bur 
they are all-in the ſame condition from the higheſt to the loweſt, 
as they ſuppoſe us to be, viz. in a damnable ſtate of Schiſm,Enemies” 
to God, and the purity of Chriſt's Goſpel. - 

2. There beſos other way to unite Proteſtant Diſſenters, bur 
by a total reſcinding that Law of Ordinances, and leaving us all 
© our Chriſtian liberty in thoſe things that are not plainly deter- 
mined; Ir follows plainly, that ſuch a conſiderable- number as our 
Party is, ( all the late Lord Proteor's Army throughout the Com- 
mon-wealth of Eng/id,Scotlend,and Irelandiconliſting of Anabaptifs, 
and {uch People of the Lord as are well afteted to us) having as 
great and unan{werable Scruples upon our Spirits againſt ons ons 
things in their pretended Church, ought to be fully (arisfied in all 
ſuch particulars, and therefore not only the Croſs,kneeling and Sur- 
plice,but all other-Antichriſtian Ceremonies and Impoſitions ought 
to be laid aſide, and all the occaſions of our Scruples wholly to be 
removed. Amongſt which, thoſe that are Peculiar to our party are 
theſe that follow. je 2 | 

Infant Baptiſm, a thing never enjoyn'd by Chriſt norever praQi- 
ſed by the Apoſtles, nor can the Church of England pretend that there 
is the leaſt footſtep of it in the r__ they ſuppoſe Children to 
have been baptizedgbecauſe whole Families were ſo, but they never 
could prove that Children were in thoſe Families, nor indeed did 
they ever pretend to-it. They pretend indeed that Infant Baptiſm 
ſucceeds the Jewiſh Sacrament of Circumciſion, if ſo, then the Lord's 
Supper or breaking of Bread ſucceeds the Feaſt of the Paſſover. Now 
it being plain that all did cat of the Paſcal Lamb; young and old, 
it follows plainly that all have an equal right to the Lords Supper, 
Infants as well as adult Penſons. And this groſs miſtake of Baptitna 
coming into the room of Circumciſion, made our fore Fathers run 


into another, altogether as groſs,viz. of giving the Bread and Wine 


ro 


Ca] 


Infants That this wasthecuſtom'in the ſecond Century,Cpreantells. 
us in his Diſcourſe of _ Perſons, where he relates a-pretty Story, if 


we will belicyc it, of an Infantcarcied by his Nurſe Idel-Sactifices, 


and receiving ſome of the Bread and Wine offerd therez being ſoon 


after brought by his Mother,ignorant of what had paſtyto Cypriar's 
Congregation,and having receiy'd the conſecrated Bread 
fell into ſuch ſtrange Convyulfions and Vomitings, that upon enqui- 


ry, he ſoon found out the cauſe of it, vis. The Nurles Impiety:. 
fants, as you prove outof Mr. 


And this cuſtom of communicating In 
Dailh, cominu'd till the wweltch Century,but is now difuſed,and con- 
demned by all the Churches of the Weſt,as not agreeable to the Pri- 
mitive Inſtitution 5 now if they condenn+ this as an errour,why do 
they not that which was apparently the cauſe of itz If Infants are re- 
generated,why may they not be refreſhed and nouriſh'd, if their ſins. 
are pardon'd in Baptiſm, why may they not receive the Sign and 
Seal of it, and of the continuance of Chriſt's Love. to them in the 
Communion 2 If their Spirits. may be renewed by yertue of their Pa- 


rents or their Sponſors Faith, why may they not receive farther 
Food and Nouriſhment by virtue of the like imputed Faith >- So 


that you {ce there is as great a necelity of laving afide one as of 
condemning the other. They pretend indeed a place of Seripture, 
I Cor. 7. 14. which they ſay confequentially gives a Right of Bap- 
rim 'to Infants ; but we are well affurd, that the believing Huſ- 
band's ſahCiſying the unbelieving Waite,is no other than making 
her capable of that holy State of Matrimony” which God inſtituted: 
in Paradiſe; and if the unbelieving Wife might nor Jive in that mar- 
ried ſtate with her believing Husband, then their Children would: 
be Baſtards, whereas it is acknowledged that they are legitimate ; 
and therefore, under the Law, a Baftard was counted an uneleati 
thing, and was not, even to the tenth Generatien,' to enter into the: 
Congregation of the Lord. Beſides, Tertullian, whom they pretend 


in many things to reverence, was elearly of our Opinion, in his. 


Treatiſe of Baptiſm: Baptiſmmm non tenere credendum eſſe ſtrant quo- 
rum officium eft : and about ten Lines after, Pro cujuſque Perfone cor- 


ditione ac difpofitione etiam etate cunttatio baptifii utilign ef, pracipue 


tamen circa parvulos. uid enim neceſſe et $ponfbres etian poritnld in- 
geri ; quia & ipfi per mortalitatem deſtitmere promiifſiones fuirs bout 
& proventu mal indofis falli. A4it quidem Dominrs, ' nolite illds prohj-. 


dere ad me venire.. Feniant ergo dum adoleſcunt veniant dum diſcunt, 
dune + 


and Wine, 


i 
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| ay yo. and — ee himſelf near his Death, deſired to be aye! 


L5Jl 


dum quo veniant doceniur, fant Chriftiani cum Chriftum noſce potuerint 


Quid feftinat inmocens atas ad remiſſinem peccatorum ? Cautins agethr 
i ſeculzribus, 8c. And weare told in thoſe Hiſtories that themſelves 
magnifie, that many holy Men deferrd their Baptiſm till the time 
of ole Death, and ſo did Conftantine the Great, ſays Socrates Scho- 


 Jafticusz but Exſebiws, who was his Chaplain, does better inform us, 


inthe ſixty firſt Chapter of the Life of Confantine, that being at He- 


zed again. . 'Whether Conftantine was baptized an Infant (for his Fa- 
ther Conftantius was a great Fayourer of the Chriſtian Religion) or 
whether he received it when he was too young in Chriſt, and un- 
derſtood not the Neceffaries of Religion, is hard to determine; bur 
if we will believe Exſebius, he was rebaptiz'd not long before his 
Death. Now this Dofrine of the Baptiſm of Infants being fo far 
from being plainly determined in Scripture, that there is nor the 
leaſt Precept or Example for it, nor can it, by way of conſequence, 
be deduced from the principal place they inſiſt upon ; communica- 
_ of Infants being as reaſonable as baptizing; ſome of the Fathers 
and many holy Men, having been of the ſame C_ with us, for 
fo all thoſe Bifhops that were at Nicomedia, and conſented to his 
Rebaptization,' muſt be ſupposd to bez we have = Reaſon t© 

that not enly Croſs, Kneeling, and Surplice, but Infant-Bap- . 


g 
| tiſm, ſhould be wholly laid aſide, which hath given ſo much Of- 


fence to the Godly, and without which, we ſhall never enter into 
Communion with them : and this you have ſtrongly pleaded on 
our Behalf, though not direQly, yer out of the Words of one 
Dr. H. Moore, who, as we hope, together with a Dr. that in print 
hath highly approv'd, will by their own Example and Perſwaſions 
give Teſtimony to the Truth and Reaſonableneſs of our Demands; 
nay, we are in good hopes, that ſome of the Biſhops will, when 
time ſerves, appear briskly for us; for they that are not for Confir- 
martion,muft be ſuppogd ro be Enemies to Infant-Bapriſm; and their 
Diſuſage of the one, makes us hope they are no great Friends 
to the. other. | 

2: Sprinkling of the baptized gives no leſs Offence unto us, for 
tis plain that Fohn baptized his Diſciples by dipping them in the 
River Jordan; and when our Saviour was baprized, he went up 
ſtraightway out of the Water ; now he that aſcended out of the 
Watct muſt be firſt = fr to deſcend into ir. 'Fhus when _ 
-2 3 ap- 


FY "Y Pas POO TD oh act TD 
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baptized the Eunuch,rhey went both of them:down into the Water, 
and that this was the cultom. of the. Primitive. Ages, you haye con» 
vincingly ſhewn. Izgreſſuros, in. Baptiſm, lays Tertu/han,and Con- 
ftantine received it naked, otherwite why. did he: put off his Royal 
Robes,and cloath himſelt with the Robes of. Light, white Garments 
being then ſuperſtitiouſly addedto the Sacrament of Baptiſm. Nudi 
in.ſeculs naſtimus, nud: etiam ad lavacrum accedimus,as you recite 
our of Ambroſe. W bat reaſon then can there be given of this Inno- 
vation,and altering this Primitive PraQtice from dippingto ſprinkling, 
bur a grand Fundamental Errour,that Infants ought to bebapriſed, 


and in commiſeration to their tenderneſs, ſprinkling ſome few drops . 


of Water is thought ſufficient, whereas we have plainly prov'd, 
thar Infant-Baptiſm muſt be wholly laid afide,andconſequently dip- 
ping the baptiſed muſt be univerſally receiv*d; For they that plead 
ſo {tifly for other Symbolical Ceremonies, cannot but know, that 
dipping under Water does beſt repreſent our Death: unto Sin, aur 
iftng out of the Water fitly fignihes-our rifing tonewnels of Life , 
but Ptinbling ſignifies it as much as the holy: Water with which 
the Prieſts of Rome ſprinkle and purifie their Conyerts.. 
. .Z. Thereſtraining the Office of preaching,baptizing,breaking of 
Bread, inflicting Cenſures andthe like, toa particular Order of men, 
that ſerve Apprenticeſhip atit,and by that their limicing ofthe cope, 
and ſtifling the Gifts of 1t in others,that are as. weHor _— alif 
than —_ great Offenceunto us,and juſtly provokes us to 
a Separation. We read that this was contrary to the PraQtice-of the 
Saints. Forat Jeruſalem there was no doubt a great multitude of Belie- 
vers,who upon the Perſecution were ail ſcattered abroad throughout 
 Judea and Samaria,excepting the Apoſtles, all theſe that were ſo ſcat- 
tered ; not only the Deacons, for there were bur f1x of them, but the 
whole Mulrtirude of Believers went every where preaching the Word, 
Afts 8. 4. And the Apoftle fays, that we muſt exhort one another 


daily ; and again, we muſt have no fellowſhip with theunfruntul | 


Works of Darkneſs,but rather reprove them. Note the power of cx- 
horting and reproving being leſt to all the Diſciples; why may not all 


thatare gifted for it,equally pretend toa rightof preaching the Word? 


Let *'em but aniwer Biſhop Taylor's Eiberty. of Prophecying, 
and we ſhall in ſome mcaſure receive Satisfaftion-. If the Commi- 
fion of baptiſing given to the Apoſtles isto be exrended to their Suc- 


efſorsand all that are deputed by them, then why may. not _ 
at: 
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thatare thought ſufficient by the Joynt Approbation of the Church 


be as well qualificd for ir. When Chriſt inſtiruted his laſt Supper 
he never reſtrain'd the Celebration of it to any order of Men ; there 
is ſome ſhew of its being reſtrain'd to the Apoſtles alone, that they 
fhould be the only Partakers of it : burtif this do you in remembrance 
of me, may be enlarged as to the Receivers, it may as well to the 
Miniſters of it, none being exempted whom the Congregation of 
Believers ſhall judge able and faithful for that Office, $6 likewiſe 
Church Cenſures ought to be inflifted by the joynt conſent of the 
Congregation;and matters of controyer{icought to be ſo determin'd, 
This is agreeable to the Praftice of the Apoltles, who in the queſti- 
on of Circumciſion, would nor, without the Advice and conſent of 
the Church,paſs any definarive Sentence. *Tis ſaid that the Church, . 
and the Apoſtles,and Elders,received Paul and Barnabas and others. 
That the Multitude of Believers was then aſſembled is plain from 
Aits 15. 12. for 'tis there ſaid, that all che Mulcicude kept falence. 
And when the Controverſie was determir'd. v. 22. then pleaſed 
it the Apoſtles and Elders with the whole Church to ſend, &c. Noy 
thing you ſee was done in it without the Knowledge and Approba- 
tion of the whole Church. And the decretal Epiſtle, if you will fo 
call it, was not ſent to the Governours but-to the whole Church of 
Antioch. v 30. who when they had gathered the Mulcitude toge- 


© ther, they delivered the Epiſtle. And Par! dire his firſt Epiſtle 


not to the Governours but to the Church of God in general thar-is 
at Corinth, to them that are ſanCQified in Chriſt Jeſus called ro be 
Saints, with all that in every place call upon the name of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, c. I. v. 2. Theſe he exhorts, c. 5. being gathered toge- 
ther in the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to deliver up the inceſtu- 
ous Perſons to Satan for the DeſtruQtion of the Fleſh that his Sprit 
may be ſaved in the day of the Lord Jeſus. This you ſee was not 
reſtrain'd to any order of Men, but the whole Church was to give 
Sentence. And this the Church of England in its Praftiſe does ra- 
cirly grant and conſent to. For, Sentence of Excommunication is 
not there wholly reſtrait'd to the Clergy, but Lay-Chancellors, 
Commiſlaries, Officials, Lay-Deacon Surrogates., are empower'd 
to decree Excommunications againſt their ſeveral Members, inlo+ 
much that the Arch-Deacon of Lefter is a merc cypher in Court de- 
{poylI'd of all Juriſdition,his Official a mere Layick,having the wb ole 
power inyeſted in him. They — indeed,that nonc but a Prieſt 
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ean denounce this Sentence, but they wholly depeive the Prieſt from: 


paliog his Judgment upon the Legality ot it, and threaten lyum.with 


uſpenſion 1n caſe of his Refuſal. So that the Power and: Honour: 


that they pretend belongs to the Clergy,they have taken away and 


conferr'd upon the EC is far more than we pretend to ; for - 
we would make the Paſtors and the People equal Judges, or every. 
Congregation judge ot its.own cenſures, which ſurely they muſt needs-. 
grant to be more rational in it felf and more agreeable to the Apoſtles . 
Practice, than to rob the Miniſters and People both of their juſt - 
rights, and place the whole Power'in one Laick ; who, being a.. 
ſtranger to the grear concerns of ſeveral” Congregations, ſhall yer 
be impowerd with a perpetual DiQaatorſhip ; and rhough in buying. 
his Office he may be {uppoſcd to {ell Juſtice, yer the ſole JuriſdiCti- - 
on ſhall be commiteed unto him, both from Biſhop and-Arch-Dea- 
con, over at leaſt four or five Counties. That this Power ſhould be - 
in the Biſhops or Arch-Deacons, or any of the pretended Clergy - 


alone, is a great Grievance, but to have it conferrd wholly-upon fan- 
gle Laicks, whoſe Paſhon, P 
tgnorance, makes them tyrannize overthe Lords Herirage, is a. Bur- 


then inſupportable, not eaſie to be endur'd ; and unleſs this greart - 


Offence be remov*'d, and the Primitive Power be reftor'd/to each 


Congregation, their rerms of Communion will.never be comply'd : 
with; and this they ought in all Conſcience to do, according to the 


Principlesof your Prote/tant.Reconciler. 


4: Whereas there are many- amongſt us.thar have attain'd to . 
great knowledge of Myfteries, and by Divine afliſtance underſtand . 


many abftruſe Prophecies, eſpecially thoſe contain'd -in the Reve/a- 


tion of John, whereby they- do affirm, that Chriſts Kingdom will be 
viſible inthis World, and that he will corporally reign here upon: 


Earth for the ſpace of a thouſand years, this beingthe new Heaven, 
and the new Earth: that Peter prophecies of, the new Jeruſalem that 


is to come down from Heaven. And thisthey imagine to be ſo plain- . 


ly fer down in the 20th chap. of 7ohr/s Revelations, that they cannot 
. withſtand the convictions upon their Spirit,” but do really - expe&t 
that the Saints ſhall one day literally inherit the Earth, that they 


ſhall reign with Chriſt for a thouſand years, that they ſhall- be -' 
Prieſts and Kings unto God and Chriſt. Now this being-agree- ._ 
able to thoſe Prophecies of -the Saints inheriting the Earth. of the - 
- Saints judging the World, of the Apoſtles fitting on twelve Thrones - 


to judge the twelye Tribes of Tfrae!: this being an Opinion which 
: Papas, 


ride, and Covetouſneſs, and ſometimes - 
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"our tender Conſciences, and m 


VT 


'Papias,( inimediarely aſter the Apoſtles) Paſtor of the Church at Hie- . 


T.pols, and Irenew ot Lyons in France, having upon the ſame Con- 


yictions cntcrtain'd; they have good Reaſon to expe& an Indul- 

ence in this Dofrine, leaving it, as Cyprian did his Opinion of 
Re-baptizing, for every one to believe or reje& according to his 
ſeveral Atrainment, that brotherly Love and Unity may be main- 


tained in the World. And whereas ſome amonglt us,of that Opi- 


nion, do likewiſe judge, that-in order to the propagating of that 
Kingdom,it is lawful for the Saints to avenge themſelves on the un- - 
odly, and to bring all the Enemies of Chriſt under their feer, that 
hriſt and his Saints may be all in all; therefore, becauſe this Opi- 
nion ſeems to difturb the outward Peace and Tranquility of Nati- 
ons, we do freely deliver our Opinion, Fhat when any of us make 


* ſuch Arrempts and fail in the Succeſs, *ris an-evident Sigtithat it was 


not from God, and he that thus unfucceſsfully reſiſtcth,receiveth ta 
himſelf the Magiſtrates Judgment; bur if ever fuch Attempts ſhall 
prove ſucceſsful, then we do declare, and all muſt needs believe it, 
that it was God's Will fo to have it. And though in ſuch unſuc- 


ceſsful Arrempts we ſubje<t our ſelves to humane Laws and-Penal- 


ties, yct we do expett in that caſe to be tenderly deal with, it be- 
ing undertaken for the Cauſe of Chriſt and his Kingdom and all 
Chriſtians, except thoſe of rhe Church of England, not =P Mille- 
naries, bur Independents, Presbyterians, and Papiſts, holding with 
us the ſame Opinion, that it is lawſul to bind the Kings of the 
Earth in Chains, and the Noblts with Links of Iron, in order to 
the ereRing of a Fifth Mgharchy, vize Chriſt's Kingdom) as they 
did lately ſhew in hghting the Lord's Battels with-us, and ſtriking 
off the Heads of all curſed Amalekites. 


- 5. Thar which they call the Hiczarchy of their Church, Arch- 
-Biſhops, Biſhops, Deans, q2s- Ar s, Chancellors and 
'Commiſlaries, : Officials and 


| and .Surrogates,” Secretaries and Regiſters, 
Proftors and/Apparitors, with all the long Train-of Antichriſt, be- 
ing Humane Inventions and por Ttaſh, 'are great Offences to 

iſt alſo be laid afide, as unneceſſa- 
ry, miſchievous, and burthenſome Terms of: Communion ; for if 


' we ſtall joyn'with ſuch a Chnrch where! ſuch Perſons are allowed 
Thin do, by pur Preferice,” approve of what we judge Popiſh and 


LY "7 


rantiical ; and'che. rae we tmiltfay of their Popiſh Liturgy ta- 
"out ofthe Maſs Book, Popiſh Oercenoni taken out of _— 
| 2 itu- 
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Rituals; Popiſh Holy-days taken our of theix Kalenders, Popiſh. 
Veſtments eujoyn'd by their, Canons 3 nay, we mult rot ſufter.a 
Rag of Antichrilt ro remain it they expe& we ſhould communicate 
with them : Popiſh Sattin Caps plaired behind, Popiſh Periwigs triz- 
ling before, Popiſh mourning Rings to put them in mind of praying 
for the Dead, Popiſh Gloves with long twiſted Fringe to repeat their 
Pater nofter's and Glorza- Patrrs by:.nay, good .Brother, we muſt 
demand a further Reformation, that nothing but Holineſs may be 
in the State as well as in the Church ; and therefore all Popiſh Rai- 
{es and Taxes, all Popiſh Fines and Quitrents, Bayliffs and Attor- 
neys, all Popiſh Lawyers.and Judges, all Popiſh Courts at Weftmn- 
fter, where the Language of the Beaſt is usd, all Popiſh Parliaments 
-and- Counlels, all Popiſh Gentry and Nobility, all Popiſh Dukes 


and Princes, all -Popiſh K: - It we may be freed from theſe grear . 


Grievances,, atd enter into a ſolemn and righteous Aſſociation to 
' extirpate theſe and all their Adherents, Root and Branch. that ſhall 
withſtand theſe our pious and righteous Deſigns; then ſhall we be 
willing to-enter into Fellowſhip with them, to carry. on the great 
Wark of the Lord with one Heart. and with one Mouth. W hen 
this; is done we will uniteour holy Arms againſt the Great Tarkand 
Cham of Tartary, the Triple Crown and Red-cap Canclaye, well 
fer our Feer on;the Necks of Kings and hew. them. in. pieces before 
the Loxd; the Princes of the Earth ſhall ſend Gifts unto us and all 
Nations ſhall bow:down and do us Service; five ſhall chaſe an hun- 
dred,: and an bunjfired of us ſhall put.ten thouſand to flight. Will 
-ROt theſe be :glotious days? Aaron mack of England Men do 
leſs than part with all fer doc Jas gr Inſtitutions and Cu- 
ftoms which occaſion ſo great a Schiſm and are fo great Offences to 
the Saints, and hinder ſuchay heavenly. Soul-faving Union? 
Your Principle, good Hagther, ; dircAts you to this and much 
mote, iF- required; rin ,order. the.cHablihing ofa firm Peace, ang 
the uniting of all-gopd Pratcſtant Hearts, and ſerling an univerſal 
Eove and Righteognels. it the Warld : for when we are agreed 
who can wahiiang us2; when all lewd; profane, idolatrous Perſons 
are deftroyed, we ſhall be all Friends.and Brethren, ty*d together 
ina Longs Knot; then the-Feafts of Love and the Killes'of 


Charity, and any.thing.cl{e, may be. uled, 4or. there will 'be*no 
weak ones to take Offences nay, we-may be. as naked as Adam and 
Eve were in Paradiſe,” and nor'be aſhamed. Theſe things we ould 


A 
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bs, ary longer were it not that Independents and Presbyterians 
areFqually concerned in them with us: this was their Do&rine 
heretofore ; .this was ic that they fought for; in order ro this, the 
deſtroy'd thouſands of the Prophane, ſeiz'd of their Egyttian Gold, - 
Rings, and oe; demoliſh'd Towns and Cirtics, Caſtles and Stee- 
ple-houſes: equeſtred all the Delinquents, turn'd fourſcore Baa/s 
rieſts, with Wives and Children, out of their Houſes in Londoz 


and the Suburbs, thirty out of forty in Rutland, forc'd them to buy 


their Eſtates and Goods three or four times over, poſleſ9d the Re- 
venues of Kings and Biſhops; and all this they. did by Vertue of 
their Covenant; before which, as Mr. Caſe teſtified, the Walls of 


4 


eck, Prelacy and rave bowed down and. gave up the 


N n"g fell flat, the Dagon of the Biſhop's Service Book brake its 


Ghoſt. Mr: Bridges told chem, in his Book of the Covenant, that 


tho the Prelatick Party, as Iittle ones might cry for. pity, yet as 
Babylonifſh they calldfor Juſtice cen to Blood , and again, when- 
ſoever you ſhall behold the Hand of God in the Fall of Babylon, ſay, 
Trove, - here-is a Babyloniſh Prieſt crying out, alas! alas! my Ei- 


ing, I have Wite and Children to maintain. Ay, bur all this is- 
to perform the Judgment of the Lord, in his Sermon on Rev: 4. 8. 


This was the way to conceal themſelyes unto the Lord, by hang-- 
ing up all choſe 4chens coram ifto ſole, that none may remain till 


the Morning, ſaid Mr. Fairchth, on Jof. 7. 25. Do Juſtice to the 
: Greateſt, ſaid Mr. Hee/s,. an. Sam. x: 21. 16. S4uPs Sons are nat 


ſpared, no not. may 4gag or Bemhadad, though themſelves are 
Kings,. Zimri and Cosby, though Princes of the People, muſt be 
purſued into their Teats: this is the way to conſecrate your ſelves 


* to God: Ms. Calamy told us, .in his Sermon on of. 24. 15. Thar: 


the Cauſe we manag'd was the Caufe of God, and that he that dies 


fighting the, Lords Battel dyes a Martyr. Noble and reſoliteCom- 
; mano ſaid Mr. Marſh21, on 1 Chron. 12. 36 Go on to fight the-. 
'Battclsof the 1 Chrift, for 

them, -that they, together with us, imbark'd 'in- the ſame'Bottom- 


"the Lord Jeſus 


.- - 


rift, tor ſo I will not how fear. to' call 
for-the ſame Cauſe, is very plain from. many of their Sermons and 
Writings: and ſeeing Prelacy and Prelatical-Clergy, Prieſts. and 
Jeſuits, Ceremonies and 'Service-Book, Star-Chamber* atid” High 
Commiſhon Court, were mighty Impediments in the way of Re-- 
formation ;. but as Mr. Caſe told us,on 1/aiah 43 .4. God had migh- 
tily'brotight them down. We. hope our Brethren of. the Indeper-- 


dent and Presbyterian Churches, will not; for the Suſpenſion al theſe 

. Ceremonies go again into Baty/or, and. be polluted with their Abo- 

. minations, but that they will, as Mr.:Marfial advigd-.them, on 
Chron. 1. 12. 38. carry on the Wotk ſtill, leave not a Rag that 
belongs to. Popery, Jay not--a bit of the Lords Building with any | 
thing that belongs to Antichriſt, but away with ir, Rootand Branch, 1 

Head. and Tail, till you can ſay, now is Chriſt ſetupon his Throne. 2: 
But how can Chriſt. fit. upon his Throne as long as any of cheſs 

; things we have mentioned arc impos'd upon us as Terms of Com- + 
munion? Mr..B2xter tells us, that though he hath diligently ſcarch- 

. ed his Heart whether he lawfully engaged in the War or not, and 
"lawfully encouraged ſo many thouſands to ir, yet he cannor yer ſee 
that he was miſtaken, nor dares he repent of it, nor forbear doing 

+. the ſame if it were to do again. And as the Fore-man ſays, ſo we 
ſuppoſe all the reſt of his Brethren are agreed in their Verdi, of 
finding all fuch unneceſſary terms of Communion equally guilty 

:of the ayveee Schiſm; and your Principle, if well weighed and 
improved to the height, will periwade our pretended Judges to ad- }_ 
: mit of the Verdift ar:d by a righteous Sentence to lacrifice them | 

.all to Peace and Unity. It will likewiſe preyail with our Brethren, | 

one Remove from us, to ſend you their particular Thanks for that }; 
you have ſtoutly maintain'd the common Caule of the Saints, and 

-with their own Weapons, much humane Learning, and.their own 
Concelfions, have bafff'd and yanquiſh'd the Enemies :of this our 
Jong-wifh'd-for and thorotigh-Reformartion : and we hope that the 
Presbyteriatts themſelves will,together-with their Thanks, promiſe to 
att vigorouſly according to your Principle, and cut off in their own 
Aſſemblies all unneceſſary Terms of Communion, and purge their 
Congregations {rom thoſe Dot Pk 208 Blemiſhes that 
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.adhere_ unto. thei. May, you be, :Good Brother, in far higher 
Fitem than eyer Lather-or -Catvin, who he Work ofthe Ford 
by. halves; may you- be far higher than Marſhal or Hugh Peters, 
Th did it by tires quarters; but rather be-you like our St. Kip- 
perdoling, who iruck off all Superſtition with one Blow, and hath 
made;his. Name immortal amongſt the. Saints. | 


; 


" Farewel. 
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ALETTER of Thanks from the Congrega- 


tions in New England to the Proteſtant. 
Reconciler. 


Good Chriſtian Brother, 


>x—\ HE Sound of your. Peace-making-reconciling-Ptoteſtant is -; 
come ta the uttermoſt Parts of the Earth, and hath reach'd 
our Ears, even at New England; we heard of it with much - 

| Joy, and read it with. great Comfort, as hoping that an 
Arrow taken out of our Adverſaries Quiver will ſtrike home, and 
give *cin a deadly Blow under the fifth Rib. . You aim'd well, and - 
the Mark was fair ; by-this time ſurely Prelacy bleeds,and Antichri- 
ſtian Ceremonies are drawing their Jaſt Gaſpe;z and methinks we 
hear the Watch-men crying, Baby/or is fallen, isfallen, and all the - 
graven Images of the Gods are broken unto the Ground. This 
makes us {ing.the Song of Deborah; .tar-you; like another Fae!, 
under ſhew of Friendſhip; have deſtroy'd this Siſera, this Ca- 
naanite, this Idolater, this cruel Perſecutor of the Saints. You gave 
them Milk out of your Bottle to drink, and brought Butter to 
them in:a Lordly Diſh : You cail'd the Church of Eng/and your dear 
Mother, and tke Lordly Prelates. your Right Reyerend Superiours: - 
you bid them-fear not, but turn in unto you ; which if they -have 
done, we queſtion-not .but you-have, upon your Principles, ſetled - 
them, with a. Nail and Hammer you have faſten'd them to the 
Ground, at your Feet they bowed, they fell ; where they bowed : 
there they fell down dead. You, like another Judith, dreiſed your + 
ſelf with an Attire not becoming your native Modeſty; you pur on 
Brace)ets-and. Chains, Ear-rings and Ornaments, and pretended a -. 
high Reſpett for their Bzby/on;þ Ceremonies, you ſhew'd outwardly - 
a.great Reyerence for their Idol-Prieſts and Heathen Governours, 
falling down on your Face, and paying 'em that Deference as they - 
expected ;- but when: you were received into their Tents, we hope - 
you cut off the head of that great Holofernes, which thqugh an 
Apocryphal Story; may fitly be applied to you, the great Champi- - 
on of our long-look*d-for Reformation: thoſe two Matzons _ 
well, 
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-well skilFd in the uſeful Art of holy Didhmulation ; but your Copy 
has our-done the Original; their Deſign was to maintain the Jew- 
i” Ceremonies, but yours for eſtabliſhing the Chriſtian Subſtance. 

that there were more {uch holy Diflemblers, who by .a Guile 
might entrap the Wicked; then ſhould we ſce not only the Heads 
of the Chriſtians cut off, but their whole Armies diſcomfired; and 
the Saints waſhing their Feet in the Blood of the Ungodly. This 
is the Day that we earneſtly hunger and thirit afrer,: O chat our 
ſpiritual Longings were ſatisfied, and our Pantings after theſe Wa- 
eer-brooks refreſti'd ! O that we might hear the comfortable News 
chat their Dagon is fallen before your Ark, and all their braſen Ser- 
pents become Nehuſhtans. Then will we {ing our Songs, though in 
a ſtrange Land, and will flye over unto you upon the Wings of 
the Wind, that we may reap together the fruits of our Prayers, and 


we of the Houſhold may divide the Spoil amongſt us: that is the. 


day that the Lord. hath made, then ſhall we rejoyce and be glad 
in-it. But, Good Brother, you know that to be a Truth which our 


Brother Fairc/oth told the reforming Houſe of Commons, on 


Foſ. 7.25. that 1/rael will not be cured without a full and total Ex- 
tirpation of all the accurſed Things and Perſons alſo. "That it is 
not a-partial Reformation and Execution of Juſtice npon ſome Of- 
fenders; will afford us help, except all 4chans, with Babyloniſh Gar- 
ments, Orders, Ceremonies, and Geſtures, be rooted out from 
among them: for there is no Vertue wherein Men reſemble the 
Ford morg lively than in executing of Juſtice; by extirpating theſe 
Achans you will cut off the Wicked and procure the Felicity of the 
Choſen; and the Lord is purſuing you if you execute not Venge- 
ance betimes. And verily, Good Brother, this Doctrine we ſtill ſtand 
to and maintain ; and, if we may be free to diſcoyer to you the in- 
moſt Thoughts of our Souls, | 
4x. Our Judgment is, that the reaſon why the Lord did not con- 
tinue his Mercy unto us, but permitted his and our Adverfaries 
once more to tyrannize over us, is this, Beeanſe we did not tho- 
roughly execute the Lord's Vengeance, but fufferd many thou- 
ſands of the accurſed Nations to enjoy their Lives and Liberties, 
who ſhould have been all delivered up to the Sword of Gideon, and 
extirpated Root and Branch; for ſo we always taught the Houſe 
of Commons, but they had not the Grace nor we the Courage tho- 
roughly topur 1t in practice. —_— = 
| 2. We 
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-./2. We hopethat this Perſecution will be of no long continuance, 
and that when we have received due Chaſtiſement- for that great 
Omitſſion, and have ſufficiently humbled our ſelves for not ripping 
up theBowels of big-belly'd Women, and daſhing their Infants 
againſt the Stones, our. God will look upon us tor good, and turn 
our Captivity as the Rivers in the South. . For, as Good Brother 
Bridges,. now a Saint with God, hath told us, God does oftentimes 
make:uſe of the Devil and Wicked Men, as his Scullions, to rub 
oft the Filth, and ſcoure off the Spots that ſtick to the golden Vel- 
ſels of the SanQuary. | > | 

| Z- When the Filch of our former Omillions is ſcoured off, and 
the Sword once more put into our hands, we fully reſolve to follow 
that good Advice of our Brother Bridges, in his Sermon on Rev. 4-8. 
We will enquire out this Relylony mpany., and repay them ga 
Eye for an: Eye, Tooth for Tooth, yang » for Burning, Ear for 
Ear, Liberty for Liberty, and Blood for Blood : And as Brother 
Faircloth obſerves on Joſh. 7. 25. The Lord rent the Kingdom 
from Saul for ſparing one 4gag, and for want of thorough Extirpa- 
tion of all the accurſed things, he loſt both Thanks for what he had 
done, and his Kiggdom alſo:” therefore, leſt we-ſhould be puniſhed 
in the like kind for the-ſame fault, we will ſpare neither ATT 
any -of his Revinue: for if ninety .and. nine be taken anay an 
bur. one left, as Brother Fairchth ſays, he will aſſuredly trouble us: 
and therefore, as Brother Sympſon adviſes, on Prov. 8. 15. No Law 
ſhall hinder us, for, fi. jus vig/anduvr; if Law be to be broken,” it is 
for, a:Grown,, ant therefore tor Religion. He tells us, we are, ſet 


over Kingdoms, to root out, pull down, deſtroy and'throw down, 


that we muſt doit quickly atd do it thorowly; for that which is 
evil will be;counted good after Reformation, as he is. counted in- 
Ewho-ſcapes at I'ryal;. for we know that to be a certain truth 

er Caſe, on Chron. 2. 19. 6. tells us, "That theſe Mdia- 


rites baye yexed us.with their Wiles, 'and Jaboured'to obſtrut vs, 


, 't0-cit us all off in our Paſſage into the Land of Promiſe, that 
ble ed Reformation, which the Parliament conſulted for, Afem- 


bly diſputed for, Armies did fight for, and all good Chriſtians did 


ray for. Qh/ therefore we ſhall honour God in ayengihg'oor Bre- 
__ ypon theſe Midtanites, in doug Execiition oh the Enemies of 
it and the, Kingdom. We ſhall never forger that Anathems 


which: holy Brother Caſe denounces in his Sermon on Dan. 11: 4 
; ara Roes C5 Curſed 
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Curſed be he (ſays heYthat wich-Holdeth his Sword from Blood,that 
ares when God faich ſtrike; that ſuffers thole to elcape whom 
God hath appointed to Deſtruftion. Nay,we will not ſpare them; 
and worſhip us as much as they have done their higtr Altars:' And 
for the carrying on of this great Wotk of a general” Reformation, 
we afe refoly'd to follow Brother 0badtah: Sedgwicks Advice, in his 
Speech ar Gnild-Hall, Ottob: 6. 1643. ' We will do, and wewilt do;. 
and yet we will do, and yet we will 'do, as long a$'there isa Penny 
in our-Purſe, as long as there is Strength in our hand, as long-as 
thete is Breath in our Body, we will be all Servants to Chriſt, and 
ryants to the Churches. of FelusChnit © 7 ein wn es nn? 
"Fhe CHvenantagobd Brother;was but a Partial Reformation. The 
Ergagetnene,' the holy Engagement,was the Ark before which Dux 
£01: fell; atid holy Engagements we muſt again take; and pious and 
righrfous Aſſociations we muſt enter into, and firmly reſolve to cue 
oft att ,thar ſhall oppoſe ns, high or low, rich or poor, gentle- or 


| le,_Governours or governed, all 4chans, Agags; Benhaduds, 
02s f Felt and whoever ſhall adhere unto'them- 'Thew and 
D tt then will Chrilt fic-on his Throne, and we-fhall follow the 
Lain wheteſpever ke gocth. Re ets re I EiT 
"Theſe things, vood Brother,we thought good tocoffhmunicate un- 
w you, though nor unto the: World. Theſe are 'rHje- Secrets and 
Miſteries,ofour holy Soctery, which\we never pnbliſh till we -have 
a Sword. if one hand:as well-as a Trowel in the other. In the late- 
bleſſed times of Reformation, when-we had- ar Afmy-ar our/Pack: 
and a-good houſe of Commons two'dafend vs, when Magiſttattsand 
Miniſters went hand-in hand-to purge the holy Cities and Tem- 
ples.of our God from-thoſe Profanations that the Wicked had defil'd 
them. with, then we lifred up our Voices,and' prblifhe' thefe';Do- 
frines,with a holy Courage, and told them plainly, thata Pamial 
Reformation would not do onr Buſineſs, buralt 4rhans ruſt'be 
extirpaicd, all Buby/oniſh Garments, Orders, Ceremonies, and Ge- 
ftures mult be rooted out. That Tſrae! would nar: becured withour 
2.full. and' total Extirpation of all the.accurſed things and Perſons 


alſoe But: now. the Times will nor bear {ch naked; Truths, nor. 


dare-we openly to avow theſe Doftrinesto the'Warld 5 butthonghi 


we dare not publiſh them, yet we never did nor ever ſhall renounce- 


ters, and this makes.the preſent Governours to ſaſpe& onr-[{oyal- 


ty: 
A y. 


though.as Brother Ca/e ſays on Ezra 1D. 2 they crouch;andietinge; 
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'querfts' without giving any -account, ! 
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vy and good Aﬀetion to their Intereſt. But we carry it fair and 
xich a holy-Diflmulacion.(ſuch a one as you avowch ) we appear 
«AS 3NnOCent as Doves, though the Truth of it is, 'cis our being wiſe 


- as Serpeats that gainsus a Repute. For we think it Wiſdom 1n cafe 


of Necellity not only to conceal ſome great and important Truths 
but 'in many caſes to grant Diſpenſations to ſome of the approved 
"Members of our Churches, and empower them ( without the leaſt 
. poſlibility of finning ) to joyn with the Adverſaries of the Goſpel 
in all-cheir Antichriffian and Superſticious Ceremonies; for by theſe 


- means our Members are choſen into all Offices Civil and Military, 


(Sheriffs of Counties, Aldermen of Cities, Maſters of Companies, 


- Farmers and Collecors of the Hearth-Money, but above all, they 


are thereby qualified for being Parliament Men, where they may 
hold the Kings Noſe to the grind-Stone, and tell him to his Face 


-that hetholds his Grown by no other 'Tenure than the meaneſt Cot- 
bf op his hogs-Court ; that he ought not borrow, nor any 


preſume to lend him a Penny without their leave. There 

they may ſpeak without controul, —_— and amerce all Delin- 
earch the Secretaries Offices 

andthe Privy Chamber for Popiſh Papets and Pentioners. Nay 
'we-do by theſe means underſtand all their intrigues -in Ciry and 


 Countfy, and by gathering the Kings Revenue, can, when Occa- 


fion ſerves, divert the current, and turn the Mouths of the Canons 


' upon our Adverſarics. Gp 
'' We likewiſe think it Wiſdom to educate our Children-at their 


Univerſities, and diſpenſe with their Submiſſion to all theirCamal 


"Ordinances, for by this,we engroſs the beſt Fellowſhips, -the fanteſt 


Livings, full corpsd Prebends, and, to fay- the Truth, bid as fait as 


-. others for Deanaries and Biſhopricks ; ſome of aur Sons indeed prove 


Apoſtates and Renegades to the Truth, and even in our own Chur- 
' ches, unravel in one Sermon what we have been twiſting and wind- 
ing -all our -Life-time, but theſe are but atew, the greateſt part of 
them'are found: and firm at the Core, though their outſide ſeems 


© rotten and-corrupted, and theſe are ſo conſiderable a number, thar 
: were the Matriculation Books well examined, they would find rwo 


thirds of them in ſome Colledges, Sons of Nonconformiſt Miniſters, 


- ot at leaſt of Congregational Members ; And this is a great-d4rca- 


mmm, which we keep from the Knowledge of our Goyernours, 


- and by which we hope one day to =_ a Reyolution. OD, 
2 


£ 


TL [18] 

' good Brother,to your eternal Praiſe,you have afied your Part very 
dexterouſly, like the true Son of a zealous Noncogformiſtyyou have 
made a conſiderable progreſs in undermining. the Walls .of Babybo, 
' and giving us once more a conquelt- oyer thoſe idolatrous Nations. 
For it upon your Principle thote three Ceremonies. ſhall be taken 
away, they give up-the whole Cauſe,and their pretended Hierarchy 
with all 1s ſuperſtitions Artendants muſt be laid aſide, and our 
Brethren the Presbycerians mult allo quit rheir beloyed Covenant, 
and ſuperſtitious Directory; their Synodical, Ptovincial, Claſpcal,P@- 


.'Piſh afſemblies,and muſt worſhip God as we doin Spiritand.in-Truth. | 


Another part of our Serpentine-Wiſdom is this, not: tobe fiery 
and zealous in the farſt management of. our deſigns, but to uſe our 
\Brerhren the Presbyteriansas our Tools and Inſtruments to att for us, 
-who-ate hot and violent, ſturdy and impudenrt,. who by the nung- 
ber of their Party preſume ta brave Authority, and dare do-a grea 
-:deat mare than our. {ſmall Party may pretend te;. Chis makes them 
- with their daily Pamphlets to libel the Publick,in numerous Aſem- 
bles to: commir Ryots and outrages,in the Publick Halls of Juſtice 
. to affront: the chiet Miniſters of it. And. we hear that lately they 
were ſo:bold-and refalute as to-make the Lord Mayor Sheriffs, and 
. Aldermen their Priſoners, and had they not recery'd. an unlucky 
. check, they might have proceeded-ſo far, as ence they. did; zo make 
the-King-their Priſoner too. And: all this while our. Congregatio- 
nal Men ſtood behind the Curtain, expefing the event. of theſe 


bold-Artempts ; which,if:they, had ſucceeded, would have turn'd to : 


| que infinite Adyantage, the ſpoil belonging to us. as chief Propri- 
tors = but ſceing-ir- ſuceceded nat, we: are huſh and quier, hoping 


thas out cunning,with our Brethrens Zeal, may one day accompliſh . 
formation in Church and. 


what we daily. wiſh; viz.. A general. Re 
Yate 


Andthar the time is-now approaching,. we have great Reaſon to. 


hope, from- the Influence, good Brother, that your Proteſtant -Re- 
aearctler will have upon all- honeſt and Conſcientious Men; and 


we do not queſtion but the next- Convocation - will -make a fair - 


ſtep: rowards-it,many. of its.dignificd members being willingin ſome 
meaſure to ſatisfie our:demmands: | TOOY 

_ But what theſe demands of. oursare, is-another.part of.our- Wiſ- 
_-doms to. conceal; our Governours ſhall not know that till ſuch 


time as we know we can govern them... And it will be Iabour loſt 
. _ Lbo:: 


——_ 
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ſmartly, fight courageouſly, and- though the. YVigory will 
—_— oo | =o 
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- repecall the particulars _ ou, _ —_— bn: having” 
apply 1xen Ou Drefnrens , Vetter: Winer, we -0o "io! ce 
hein in their rota [Reformation of.Chnrchant on cept- 
ing in thargreat Chafatteriſtick. which diſtingniſhes our Parri 
thar is Infant-baptiſm, 'and = in that we are willing that every one: 
fhould have the Liberty- of. his- Opinion, till God ſhall be pleaſed 
to reveal the Truth unto them. JE 

Go on, good Brother, with the ſame Courage and Reſolition as 
thou haſt begun, frat norcheir threats of fuſpeiidirig orrdegrading 


' you; make it manifeſt that your: geod Fatherisalive in the A 


ot his Son, and thar:the People of: God want not their Defenders 
and Champions even in their Enemies Camp: ven De; welee 


itre,'yet it- may a Biſhops Revenue z and: bh we care 


-Hot for the4 romn, yer we'hope tobe Maſtersofthe beſt Jewelotiit.. 


viz. Supremacy. Which, thativ may be or Portion, we ſhall ever. 


pray, andfor 'eyer-remain,. 
Good-Brother, ----;; :- 
* oils, om ni 
. Tours inthe Lovd.. 
ALET-- 
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TIER 5 bag 028110) vrms! 001 fore no font tous itn 0 
TE the People of the: d:ord,' called: Quakers, i beirig'pre- 
F yaild upon by ſome thar with well to. our $47, to'read 


YY thy Book called: the Proveftditr Reroncaer, have found fo 
- {preat: Sarisfaftion in fome parc thereof, "that it. ſcemed 


179 40.4 igilear: | | 
= uhto gs tybear put [oftrmony .to:the Truth thou haft there 


 Taid forth; andcthanghithe Light withiry cheetbe bur: m it's: dawn- 
ing, an in-many:places'like'a Babe inthe Lord, thou feed'{t thy 
Felt with Milk,the Lencr, and not the Spirit ofthe Ward, yet ſome 
amongſt us, ro whom the Gift of diſcerning Spirits:belang, bavin 
afſurd us by many infallible Signs that thou art a precious Veſſel 
and one of the choſen Generation, that in the inner Man thou art 
a meek and pe: Lamb though the outward Man be coyerd 
"with a Wolves cloathing : We do therefore {ignifie to thee, rhat 
we pive thee the Tight hand of Fellowſhip; and though it would be 


Idolatry to give Honour to carnal Men, yet we muſt worſhip thee - 


in whom the ſecond 4dam begins to be formed : the Seed of Cain 
deſerves to be rooted out, but fſhicha Child of 4bel asthou art, muſt 
be dandled upon our righteous Knees; yea, and we will moreoyer 
fing unto thee a ſweet Lullaby in the Lap of Chriſt. Oye Empe- 
- Tours and Kings, Popes and Biſhops, who vex the People of the 


- Lord Ind by your Antichriftian Orders lay Snares for the Inno- - 


cent; who whip the Saints and make them cry, and then whip*em 
again for-crying; you who drive the Righteous as far as Penſi/va- 
nia, and fell the People of the Lord for a pair of Northampton 
Shooes; hearken, yea give car to the Words of this Samuel, this 
Infant-Propher, who threatens not _—_—_— outward Man but the 
inner too, with Hell and DeſtruQtion. He hath been amongſt you, 
| but he js not of you; he knows your Incomings and your * mn 
goings, your Up-riſings and your Down-lyings, your Faſtings and 


your Feaſtings, your Cringings and your Bowings, and plainly tells 


you, that you are fromthe higheſt co the Joweſt, from Darn even 
to 
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2% ] 
to: Beerfheba, that yeare: a. pack of damn'd yHypoctites, 'that no, 
Tux or Siocerity-4s tobe found: in-your erty that ye value-nor. 
the precious Souls of thoulands; yeai many thouſands of the Saints,; 
thar ye: ſet up Stakes ra-gall- ems, Moule-rraps to eninare *cnm, and 
- bling Blocks in their way that ye'may beak their Shins 
nay; this bm 74%. as ;he:Had a.double:Portion. of the good Spirit 
ok ol: Friend.Naylor and out Friend Muggieten xeſbing upon. him, 
lifts up: his Voige like a brazen Trumpet, apd-tells you; Olye/Kiggs, 
ef your Sins,. and Oye Biſhops. of your T ranſgreſſions : his Fare- 
hes! is hs a Actenget, Render than any. Flint; 4 is _ add 
oat Words, nor.is he-difmay'dat.your. Looks, for.who'cancbe 
Lark, over him whoſe 'Fangue:is (ct at. then by the Spivit-of Free- 
dom; - - Thys makes:his Fove-headſirang your Fare- 
ea, and. he puſhes. the grear:Beaft;! od a. — 26ote hind, wid 
Lars of ron; he: roundly tells ber), Cx 5 are cruch, 
ur Canons. Antichriſtian. your Worſhip: id he calls you 
Dois, and Wolves, and cruel Tyrant, andeelleyouro _— 
that ye are the Secd-of wicked Cain,, that 590 er ——_—_— the 
D: Marcherers from the very beginning; ur rationUghou- 
fands:and' thouſands of: Souls: mrrfiend Fark wo ubhs:0 rr] 
Canons, .ahd'moreinnocent Eambsiflath in a idayby yu, that 
Gy Burchers in-$zithfie/d'bave flaughter'd:in;a.whole Year... *. | 
Thus, © our Friend, - haſt: xy afſicd rhe-Lord- againſt, the 


—_—_ haſt put to thy [ Lellions: ;that ws males the Res 
mbar 4 wet the. Lords Work whinevyer: 
<> Dominidns,, LEnreck Igriitics, Bal cnet] 


haſt reftified of vs-ntly> x aorark dre many; Witneflcs;. 
bs. De biedhie Pebolaoktholont, for po wn 1 proteſted, that 
we Carry on no under-hand Deſign cithevof Poe. or Great: Tark,, 
bud chard obr; ay 17 055 men Mugs par Yica, Pang. DiayiNay,. 
FE MEN 16, ages 


_—_ hp ne a Sn Ok vell 
os: his) 
Fas yk our behalf, that weare: redecm'difiom HLawof Otdis 


cing -chat>tis: Phariſkical-ro impoſe: mnctallary: nyo rag and' 
thatiwe: frallbe/Fools amk:Aﬀes t& bravwhatoyer tying gpon 1153; 
snidrhevforc mearc 1eolird yea hint Spritfiilly-decermined,. 


when Croſs, Kneeling,and Surplice are. baygtd artheScake, o-putiue 
: OF, yo Principle, and to crucifie th 


10le Law of. Ordinances. 
with: 


[= 
with all thoſc Ce Elements; for who knows not thatwhat the 


People of the World call Sacraments,are no other than Jewiſh .Ce- 
.remonies, which, out of compliance to the: weak Jews, were.to be: 
- + obſerv'da little while according to the Letter, but. aft 


erwards for 
ever, according t# the Spirit. 

2. Inſtead of carnal Waſhings apd Purifyings, we +5 to cleanſe 
the inner tnan of xs AffeFtionsand/Luſts; inſtead of Water, a.poar 
beggarly Element, .we-are to be aptizcd with the. Holy Ghoſt and. 
with Five, by the Light r of which, we can ſee their hidden Works 
of Darkneſs, and-miderſtand all Faith and. Myſteries. 


NE | Inſt _ Bread and Wine, fit to perſwade none but Beggars - 
a rupt 


; ,\ we that.are 1ich in all manner. of Graces, have al- 
ready; by- a: Erkaſt Faich, ſatisfied all: our ſpiritual Appetites; for 
his Body'is the Light and his Blood. is the Spirit that accompanies 
it/and we can ſeraphically feed on the one,and quench our Thirſt 
vs op gt wg wary Fey or = pry pgmbery which 
.cannot be' found:cither in the Letter or Spirit of the Bible, —_ no 
longer: be na a us as. becometh Saints. 
"4 Prayers. w much m agnied, be. it tinted: or exte 
any 5s honhy gcarhwe of the Mouth, an articulate Sign of 
nhes' or Defires: ofthe the Heart; and therefore, Dear Friend, thy 
Principle will dire us:to the throwin off of that beggarly Service; 
for ſuch a Ceremony does hue entang] cus.in the. yoak of Bondage, 
and beſpeak us-weak and imperiett. 
..'Reading of the» Bible muſt. alſo be baniſh'd our of Chriſtian 
Af etmblies; as muchas the-Immages;of God or bis Angels; for what 
is the Tietrer-of rhe Word bur the images of Things. ad. Perſons; 
which if. we pay any reſpe&t th .we arc guilty of Spiritual. Whore- 
dom and downright Ido] 
- 6.” Bifhops; Receſs, and-Dearons, are-the kin: Linn$4:0f An 
richait,.eroblech ar rt by -reafon .of the! Sins-and; Weakneſies of 
Men; but: now: chey 2059 tobe look'd: Er gt ap finan Oper, 
ſceing We'are Spe htby.God; beſides, they arc kepr up Ty 
nphold the Pride a a ha” of Antichriſt, and. with. their , 
mane Leatnirig ro. diſpute us, if it:were ſfible, out. of the, Sp Hg 
the: whole of their Neogion confiſts-in mand 
with themain Deſfipn.of.rhe Sane by Spinand AR: 
wage. is tobe REN oe TIN 19/7 
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Is, very incoplaſterit - 
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© 7, Steeple-Hoiiſes and Synagogues, as ſo many Dens of Thieves 
muſt be leyell'd with te Go for they rob God of the Honour 
of his Attributes, who is immenſe, and therefore cannot be con- 
fin'd to a Houſe made with hands, who is infinitely good, and if 
he dwells any where, it muſt be in the Hearts of the humble and 
contrite. 

8. The Sabbath, or Lords day, as ſome call ir, is but a Type or 
Ceremony of that inward reſt to Sin, and that riſing with Chriſt 
to newnels of Lite that the Light requires; and therefore, if we keep 
the Sabbath within our own Breaſts, and raiſe our 'Choughts and 
AfteQtions to a divine Life, this being our daily Exerciſe, we need 
not be ty'd to Days, and Months, and Years, for that would be a 
returning to the Servitude from which Chriſt hath freed us; the 


[Sabbath under the Law being made for the firſt Man, but the ſe- 


cond Man under the Goſpel being never tyed to the literal Sab- 


' bath, | 


Thus, Brother, have we opened our Souls, and acquainted thee 
with ſome of thoſe Scruples that lye upon our Minds, which we 
require thee, as thou tendereſt the Souls for whom Chriſt died, ta 
improve and enlarge to the benefit of thy Brethren, that we may 
ſee the Kingdom of Chriſt erected in the Hearts ot all Men, and 
all of us freed from the Law of Ordinances, and the bonds of all 
weak and beggarly Inſtitutions. Thou art well afſurd that theſe 
are real Scruples, raisd not of Humour, Prejudice, Intereſt, ot 
any ill deſign, but from as great a Knowledge as our inward Light 
does afford us: but were it fo, as they imagine, that Education or 


. ' other Prejudice hath wrought thele Scruples, which it is ſo diffi- _ 
t 


cult to free our ſelyes from, yet they ought in Charity to bear with 
our Weakneſs, and not to deſtroy our precious Souls, for whom 
Chriſt died, for which thou haſt an hundred and fifry Arguments 
at leaſt to perfuade them to a Compliance:- for, let *em ſay what 
they will, and do what they can, theſe Scruples wil! never aut of 


_ . our Minds; therefore, according to thy Principle, all ſuch Cere- 


monies and Conſtitutzons that are nor bf the Eflence of Religion 
(for Religion can be no where but in the Heart of Man)-ought to 
be cut off it they are-ſcrupÞ'd by, or give Offence to others. 1 
Bur,dear Friend;before we take our kave of thee, we muſt admo- 
oiſh thee gently in the Lord to amend firſt in thy ſelf what thou 


would reform in thy pretended Superiours. Thou doſt well to re- 
y: D prove 


24] 


prove thera boldly. for theis Buvleg.uv making; . vaneceſſhry- 
eros of Communion:which: urinward Lake will not-permic us- 
to comply with, but it thou-art ſincere,thou muſt remove:irom: thy 
own Perſon whatever ſcandalizes and offends. thy weak Brethren, 'or- 
hinders.them from entring- into a more intimate Communion with 
thee. Thou fay'lt that thy Superiours are of a Catnifh Wolviſh,. 
Thaegedrifh Temper,by-running ſuch Confſcic e into. the 
nable Stare of Schiſm,by impoſing the-C Kenope and the 
Surplice; bur there are other ww <4 (elf art-guilty ob forthe - 
Li ie hath not as yet fully manifeſted. ir {ef to thee } whereby thou ; 
: ſahdalize,yea very owch oftend Us, and choſe are thele that 
| oll LOW. . 
bi Fhon art As we are told.a Membet of « Cathedral; where thou 
daſt wear Gown and. Caſl6ck; Surplice-and: Hood, ''Tipper 
Cap, and with a Silver Yerge/art uſher'd-into thy Seatia Tab | 
there thou doſt worſhip towards the Eaſt, kneeleſt at the Altar? | 
ſtandeftup at the-Goſpel and haſt many poſtures ar thy. Prayers 
a Atitherns, at thy Hymnes; and Gloria /Patr?s as: thewocked lays, 
dancing, Bar has, and: doſt thou-nor think: thacalt this is mw | 
vPro thing of this tend-to the decency ot order in Religion 2 
no thou thy ſelf fayſt ir does not, this is it ther thar fo. high y nr 


fends'us, Dues the Gol of the ſhould be (changed: into - 

fuch oak weefary Lg page - gy Pies = 
nou en all theſe Su fomcy y ip, quita 

ain FI, throw-off-t e 'Gatmients,: and. Wh 


We Occafion of Offence'th6a. deft dei For "tis! noxfd:much - 
thy. Superioursenjo Coby Br x ty SarniMonzorſuch coral Or: - 
UI Flag of y Bens Pony ques = we I 
wade thy Superiouts to ta e OIFt ole Papel IHOAS,FETEAGU 
Ke th by ſelf from hc Beloees] of "au _ thy: eugene 
| bet all depe deperidency uy ef:\W likzziwrile 
hs rty to owt cb for I 4nd? hey ich ate (oacieeing | 
wb Principle mitt not/defttoy theSerupiilous.!" "220M wm19 
2+ Thou art;as hf call, it A Beneficed: # rs ap doſt rob:and 
ſteal from- thy Neighby ig 4; tenth pare of their: Grain:ah#Hay,, 
their Calves and' ores ed d Du Pack ney Morn 


and/Cummin ſhall/n y: "ry" Fs, 20 5. TE Aid abou knawelt to. 
be rhe great grievance by the Saints,and'we caririot'bar bexobchiok.- 


teaded* to ſec thee commit: a | known fin wndet colour offatLaws 
| whereas. 
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Txb6s, 1994 $44/ would not he burthenſame to tha gar? 


RT 7 | | 
thou-knowelh char Ghai; and, his Apailes. neves. wok 
amet theans Du 

wrovght with his own Hangs; afd:þc that will nor work alt nox 
hem. lay, bly 


- eas,apd yerthou doſt lay this heavy: Burthen upon x 


own-Principle tells thee, that thou oughr't nor to-car as long as-the 
World endures, if thy eating-the Becad:our. of ,gher. Mens Mouths 
doesoffend thy Brother, or hinder him from joyning with thee. Nay, 
though thou thinkeſt that thou haſt Power and. may/{trlawſallychye 
upon ſpoyl and rapine, yer it we think thow\may'lt, nox,« thay arr 
bound by thy own Principle to recede from thy Liberty, and <o 
wave thy right,. rather than offtend ſo- many precious-Souls. As -. 
for thy Non-reſidence and ſeldom preaching,that isno way diſplea- 
ſing to us, for that diſcoyers thy Love to our Doftrine, that every 
one thar 1s taught muſt be taught by God. | 6 
'3. Thy Humane Learning, thy Greek and ' Latine, thy Fathers- 
and Counſels, thy Pro/egomena's and Propoſitions, thy Problemes 
Corollaric like a 


Simon Magus : theſe are the Words-of the old Man, wherein thou ' 
doſt glory to ſpeak-like a Mathematician, and like che Owle,doſt 
dreſs thy ſelt in Peacocks Feathers,and art proud with ſtollen thred - 


ne Aſtronomer, or an 
Amanuenf;s to a Diagram Profeflor, tanſt thou make Peripheries 
and Diameters, Bales and Perpendiculars, Triangles and Parallelo- 
grams,and by the help of: theſe manage thy Argument fore-ſtroke - 
and back-ſtroke, like a double feed Lawyer,one word for the Plain- 
tiff GETS or —_ and doſt _ — | 
vain Phitofophic;thi: fatty tocatted; car be any” = 
ſing to us, whoſe Cauſe thou undertakeſt ro manage. Nay, we mult : 

tell thee ir ſtinksin our Noſtrils,and if thou wilt not throw offthoſe 
marks of the Beaſt,and keep wholly to the Light and Spirit, we ſhall 

fpue thee,yea,we ſhall ſpue thee out ; Bur we truſt thou wilt a ac- 
cording-to thy. own Principle, and ' part with any thing that is not 
eſſential to -Religion for Peace and Unity. *Tis true,many.of our - 
Brethren underſtand thefe Heathen Languages, and therefore the 
World calls them Jeſuirs, but our Difcerners of Spirits aſſure us + 
that they have itby Inſpiration, and ſuch gitred Men do much con- 
firm v$in the Truth: And if the ſame Diſcerners ſtall judge that 
thou haſt theſe Languages from rhe Light within thee, we _ 
then . 


_ of Eaſtern Silks,and Weſtern Kerzies; all thisjsoffenſiveto us,yea,and : 
| very abominable.. Hafþ thÞþu hen 2 pa 
eflo 


| of B 

i uni, 
_ os; Cares: hoewlowes, It and tothe hag 
Book, Prebends and Chanterſhips, Tithes and 
tothee, ir 6o'then pal as'th thy Brethren 


Written dy apr | LE | | 
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9 "I he a ———— 
ad” TOP—_ 
” 
ys 
<—ou-un_______—_—_y 
2 X 
. i; ou 4 
4 5's 
# - 
LA 
. 
RN 
& 


